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In Allendale, raptors are part of the town's fabric                                                            By Jim Wright
Reprinted from The Record, Sept. 25, 2025

    Earlier this year, Allendale’s borough council made an unusual proclamation: The red-shouldered hawk is 
now the town’s official honorary bird.

   These charismatic raptors are considered endangered when nesting in New Jersey, and Allendale is one of 
the few known places where they’ve bred successfully for more than two decades. 

   These smaller cousins of the widespread red-tailed hawk traditionally nest in large expanses of forested 
wetlands, but in Allendale and sometimes in nearby Ramsey, they’ve gravitated toward neighborhoods when 
they're not hunting in the Celery Farm. Along the way, they’ve developed quite a following.  

   At a time when U.S. bird populations are declining overall, I thought it would be cool for the mayor and 
council to proclaim the red-shoulder to be the town’s official bird. They agreed. 

     A confession: I stole the idea from Hoboken, 25 miles away as the red-shoulder flies. A year ago, the city 
named the common tern the city’s honorary bird. The mile-square city (pop. 57,000) has celebrated the fact 
that these terns – almost once extinct – have nested since 2013 on an old pier.

    In Allendale, my goal was to remind my fellow residents that these raptors are part of our town’s fabric – 
and reason to cheer.

    I’ve monitored these hawks in Allendale for the state's endangered species program for more than a decade. 
It's typically an uneventful job, although one year I had to call the Raptor Trust, the regional raptor rehab 
center, when a young red-shoulder fell from the nest. Fyke member Gaby Schmitt brought it to the Trust, 
where it was nursed back to health and released.

  This spring, the resident hosting the red-shoulder nest reported the male was constantly attacking his 
reflection in the picture window and sliding doors. The solution: A grade-school class was having a party in a 
local park, and I noticed the celebration included shiny Mylar streamers. The teachers were nice enough to 
donate the decorations when they were done. The homeowner temporarily draped the streamers over the 
window and glass doors. Problem solved.

   Word is that Weehawkin hopes to make the yellow-crowned night heron its official bird. How about your 
town? Does it have a “signature” bird that’s worth celebrating – or championing? At a time when the gulf 
between humans and the natural world sometimes seems enormous, raising awareness can help.

    The Bird Watcher column appears every other Thursday.

Here's the resolution:

HONORING THE RED-SHOULDERED HAWK AS THE BOROUGH’S OFFICIAL “HONORARY 
BIRD”

WHEREAS, the Borough of Allendale values its natural environment including the Celery Farm Nature 
Preserve and recognizes the importance of native wildlife in enhancing ecological education, and conservation
awareness; and
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Website Notes Winter 2025                                                                                     By Tom Mitchell

Visitor Log Factoids

Over the past 12 months the Fyke website has seen more than 11 thousand visitors. About 64% were using 
smartphones. The dramatic increase in our active volunteers is reflected in the interest in the  Volunteer 
Opportunities page, which has been viewed 1,700 times.

Photography Mini-Galleries

The photographs of several Fyke Members are now featured at the top of website pages in a kind of mini-
gallery. Leslie Young’s photos are on the Home page, Bob Kane’s are on the Newsletters page, Lynn 
McKenzie’s are on the Programs page, and Nancy Motto’s are on the Celery Farm Photos page. In addition 
the Events page has photos showing people participating in past events that I have documented and the About 
page has some Celery Farm photos of mine.

Only one photo is displayed at the top of the page, which is selected randomly, but you can view the entire set 
of photos using the little white chevron arrows shown on the left and right side of the photos. You can also 
view the image full screen by clicking on the center of the photo.

The Celery Farm page features the photos of Kevin Watson with one photo shown for each month that 
automatically changes each month. You can also advance through his photos using the chevron arrows.  

Volunteer Information

A Volunteer Videos page has been added that features short interviews with eight of the Celery Farm habitat 
restoration volunteers, some who have been doing it for years and others who have more recently become very
active. The videos are a way to introduce these people to anyone who loves the Celery Farm and anyone who 
may be considering volunteering. Besides the wonderful improvements as a result of all the work they have 
done, there is a joyful happiness in the community that has come together that comes through in the videos.

A Legacy Meadow Replanting page was added with information about the Fall Planting in the Green Way 
Meadow.  It also has one of the photo mini-galleries. There were over 3,000 seedling “plugs” planted by 58 
volunteers who contributed 640 hours of their labor.

Siân Roberts has graciously taken over the work of tracking the volunteer participation, which is no small 
task. A total of 133 people have put in volunteer hours over the past 12 months, amassing a grand total of 
3,498 hours. If you check the Volunteer Activity Calendar you will find that almost half the dates have records
entered.

Historical Treasures

Carol Flanagan, who is dearly missed by everyone who knew her, left behind a treasure trove of Fyke 
historical information. A Celery Farm map done in 1993 shows the location of the horse barn and the Bajor 



* InformaƟon is accurate at the Ɵme of prinƟng. Please check The Fyke Nature AssociaƟon Home for any updates.

Farm buildings. Fox Run doesn’t yet exist. There are also names shown for some locations that were dropped 
from the current map. Interested? Check out the 1993 Celery Farm Map.

Thanks to Carol’s collection of Fyke Celery Farm calendars, the complete set of calendar photos has been 
uploaded for 2013, 2013, and 2016. Among those images you can see a Great Horned Owl fledgling and a pair
of Red Fox kits.

Carol herself was a treasure. The Volunteer Recognition page now links her name to a page Remembering 
Carol Flanagan that has a few things she wrote for the Newsletter that were found in her archives. It seems 
likely that she also wrote the Fyke Song that was part of the dinner program at Fyke's 50th Anniversary 
Celebration in 2002 which she kept.

Bird Observations

Thanks to a dedicated handful of people who participate regularly throughout the year in the Celery Farm 
First-of-Year Bird Checklist we have data covering the last three years that allows for comparisons year-to-
year. There are 225 species on the list, but not all are seen and which ones are not seen varies somewhat from 
year-to-year. Besides the Celery Farm Report that lists individual counts and the overall YTD total, you can 
check out the Unseen Birds List report. It showed 66 unseen as of mid-October, as compared to 59 in all of 
last year and 64 the year before.

Security

Unfortunately, there are bad actors out there with nothing better to do than attempt to break things, including 
our website. Our security measures have been adequate so far to handle the mischief-makers and everything is
regularly backed up, but out of an abundance of caution, a very strict Content Security Policy has been 
implemented that will harden our defenses. An option for something called 2 Factor Authentication has also 
been added for any internal pages that require a login.

Welcome New Members:

Gosia Kosiorowska, Ramsey (family)
   Joseph Larsen, Allendale (family)
   Matt Flessig, Saddle River
   Gail Williams, Wyckoff (family)




